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The volume is a long one. The journeys begin in West
Africa and continue across French Equatorial Africa to Lake
Albert, Uganda and Mombasa; then back again westwards to
the Congo and Matadi on the borders of the great Atlantic;
then along the Kasai to Rhodesia and Nyasaland, finally
bringing the author to Beira and thence by the now completed
through route via Salisbury to Cape Town. Over such
vast distances, estimated by the author at 17,600 miles,
the reader will be sure to find many points of interest.

The author himself must not be judged entirely by the
seeming discursiveness of this book; its main purpose, as we
have stated above, was to arouse missionary interest. Other
detail had to be limited by considerations of space. Even
as it is the volume runs to 350 close pages. There is
a good map but no index. Trained at the (Dutch)
Theological Seminary at Stellenbosch, Mr. du Plessis became
a minister in the Free State and actually met one of
his former congregation quite unexpectedly in East Africa.
His book, "A Thousand Miles in the Heart of Africa,"
published twelve years ago, describes a visit he paid
as Mission Secretary to the Dutch Reformed Church's agents
in Nyasaland. His connection with the Stellenbosch Seminary
keeps him well in touch with the thoughts and aspirations of
his own Church, whilst his literary gifts tound expression
in a remarkable book that appeared in 1911, as "The
History of Christian Missions in South Africa," a storehouse
of closely-packed information, pleasantly and suggestively
given. Bearing this in mind, the present volume will be
found to be something much deeper and more purposeful than
a mere traveller's story. Even those who know from other
sources most of what is here described cannot fail to find fresh
points of interest or realistic touches of recent progress not
previously noted: and in any case there is no one volume
which brings into such compact form as this the many
scattered notices of routes and railways, methods of admini-
strative progress and kindred evidences of the rapid changes
now being effected in Ashanti and West Africa, Kamerun,
French territory in the Sudan, Belgian Congo, Rhodesia and
Nyasaland- The references are often brief, but they are suffi-
ciently suggestive to be followed up.

Primer of Kanuri Grammar. P. A. Benton. Translated and
Revised from the German of A. von Duisburg. (Oxford
University Press, 1917.)

MR. BENTON has followed up his " Kanuri Readings " (see
JOURNAL, October 1912, p. 106) by a vocabulary and grammar
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of the Kanuri language. In previous issues of this JOURNAL
(January 1912, p. 320; and July 1912, p. 484) we recorded
how he found some long-lost vocabularies of Dr. Barth, and his
interest in Bornu has been continuously maintained since
then. He had met several German officers in Bornu (the
largest part of Bornu was in German Kamerun) and records
that the relations between these "and British officials were
very cordial before the war." One of them, Herr von Duisberg
by name, published a Kanuri Grammar in Berlin in 1913;
another, Herr Prietze, gave Mr. Benton a copy of a collec-
tion of Bornu songs, and we understand he has made a MS.
translation of these songs—"copies of this jtranslation," he
says, "have been filed in the Secretariat, Kaduna and in the
Bornu Provincial Office. Herr Prietze also mentioned that
he had sent the Berlin Oriental Seminary a MS. collection of
over 300 Kanuri Proverbs and the materials for a Kanuri
Dictionary."

Perhaps Mr. Benton will let us hear more about all this
valuable material before long. For the present he has con-
fined himself to Duisburg's Kanuri Grammar, which he has
somewhat rearranged to suit English ideas and to which he
has added a vocabulary of something over 400 Kanuri-
English words and a corresponding English-Kanuri section.
The whole makes a clear, simple, straightforward little book
which ought to prove extremely useful to every English resi-
dent in Bornu. The letter-press is excellent and leaves nothing
to be desired.

The Black Man's Part in the War. Sir H. H. Johnston.
(London : Simpkin Marshall, 1917.)

THE United Kingdom rules more or less directly some
44,700,000 Africans. The South African Union governs another
4,000,000 natives of Africa. Such are some of the striking
figures with which this little work opens. The total approxi-
mately of dark-skinned people, if South Sea Islanders are in-
cluded, is stated to be a little over 5iJ millions. In comparison
with the 325 millions of Asiatics more or less directly subjects
of the British Empire this figure does not bulk largely; but the
loyalty of these fifty-one millions and a quarter of black men is
incontestable. The writer, therefore, develops a clear and logical
appeal for safeguarding their interests after the war. Their
independence must be reasonably preserved. They will, of
themselves, produce much of the tropical products which the
white man needs: and with sympathetic consideration of
their prior claims to the land of the countries in which they


